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BACKGROUND

Ø IMLN RT is a perpetual subject of 
discussion in the adjuvant treatment of 
breast cancer with node positive.

Ø To examine the effect of IMLN RT on 
DFS and OS in patients with locally 
advanced breast cancer in real-world 
setting.



MATERIAL AND METHODS

From February 2013 to November 2017
105 pts with LABC, Stage IIB-IIIC

IMLN RT: YES
N=68 pts

IMLN RT: NO
N=37 pts

Age at diagnosis Median: 51.5 y
Range: 33-77 y

Median: 64 y 
Range: 33-80 y

cN at staging
IMLN +
IMLN -

4 pts (5.8%)
64 pts (94.1)

1 pt (2.7%)
36 pts (97.2%)

Histology
Ductal
Lobular
Other

55 pts (80.8%)
6 pts (8.8%)
7 pts (10.2%)

32 pts (86.4%)
3 pts (8.1%)
2 pts (5.4%)

Grading
I-II
III

30 pts (44.1%)
38 pts (55.8%)

17 pts (45.9%)
20 pts (54.0%)

Surgery
BCS
Mastectomy

14 pts (20.5%)
54 pts (79.4%)

9 pts (24.3%)
28 pts (75.6%)

TNBC
NTNBC

9 pts (13.2%)
59 pts (86.7%)

6 pts (16.2%)
31 pts (83.7%)

Adjuvant Chemotherapy
Yes
No

42 pts (61.7%)
26 pts (38.2%)

15 pts (40.5%)
22 pts (59.4%)

IMLN RT: YES

78% underwent mastectomyà3D-CRT thoracic wall, 50 Gy/25 frx
22% underwent BCSà3D-CRT whole breast, 50 Gy/25 frz and boost on surgical bed 10 Gy/5 frx

All patients underwent RT at supraclavicular lymph nodes, 50 Gy/25 frx

IMLN RT: NO



RESULTS

p=0.44 p=0.28

DFS: 88.1% with IMLN RT
DFS: 82.6% without IMLN RT

OS: 90.8% with IMLN RT
OS: 83.4% without IMLN RT

10 pts (9%)àDM
2 ptsà metastases at IMLN

105 pts with LABC.
Median follow up: 65 mos (range: 3-95 mos)

IMLN RT
IMLN RT



RESULTS 105 pts with LABC.
Median follow up: 65 mos (range: 3-95 mos)

No differences between 2 groups



Conclusions
Ø No differences in adverse effects including cardiac toxicity and radiation 

pneumonitis between treatment groups.

Ø IMLN irradiation did not significantly improve DFS and OS for women with 
node-positive breast cancer.

Ø A more numerous sample of pts and a longer follow up is needed in order 
to assess the real effectiveness of IMLN RT and to select the subgroup of 
pts who may benefit from irradiation of IMLN.


